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Man mauled after jumping into tiger den
at Bronx Zoo

A man was critically injured this afternoon when he jumped
into the Bronx Zoo tiger exhibit from an elevated monorail and
was mauled by one of the big cats, New York authorities say.

Updated at 7:44 p.m. ET: Police reports that the man lost a
leg or a foot from the attack appear inaccurate, according to
news updates.

The Associated Press reports that police now say the
unidentified 25-year-old man suffered puncture wounds to his
back, a broken ankle and a broken arm, possibly from the 20-
foot drop from the elevated Wild Asia Monorail. AP calls the
leap "powerful enough to clear the perimeter fence."

The New York Daily News, again citing unidentified sources,
writes that doctors "are trying to save his leg," without
indicating which one. NBC News, also citing unnamed sources,
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now reports that the man "severely injured his leg and foot in
the attack" and also had "deep cuts to the back."

Authorities have not identified the man, but the Daily News
names a Mahopac, N.Y., resident, describing him as "an animal
nut." A sister told the paper the family did not know he was at
the zoo today.

The paper says a 12-year-old male tiger attacked him.

Update at 5:56 p.m. ET: The man leaped from his seat on
the open-air monorail to commit suicide, sources said he told
rescuers, DNAinfo.com reports.

The news outlet says that the unidentified man's right foot and
left leg were clawed and that a bite to his back punctured a
lung.

DNAinfo says the zoo released a statement:

"A passenger on the Bronx Zoo's Wild Asia Monorail jumped
out of the car he was riding in, clearing the exhibit's perimeter
fence into a tiger exhibit ... Our emergency response staff
immediately went to the site and used a CO2 fire
extinguisher to move the tiger away from the person.

"Once the tiger backed off, the man was instructed to roll
under a hot wire to safety. The keepers were able to call the
tiger into its off exhibit holding area and safely secured the
animal. The man, about 25 years of age, conscious and
talking, was taken to the hospital by ambulance. If not for the
quick response by our staff and their ability to perform well in
emergency situations, the outcome would have been very
different."

Update at 5:22 p.m. ET: Witnesses told police the 25-year-
old man climbed a fence and jumped into the Tiger Mountain
exhibit, the New York Daily News says. But the New York Post,
echoing the earlier New York Times report, cites authorities as
saying the man -- described as "emotionally disturbed" --
jumped from the zoo's monorail.

One tiger "ripped his left foot off," the Post writes, citing
sources.

Last month, the zoo debuted three Amur tiger cubs, which were
born in April.

Tigers are critically endangered, with fewer than 3,200
remaining in the world, says the Wildlife Conservation Society,
which operates the zoo.
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Original post: A man was critically injured this afternoon
after he jumped or fell into the Bronx Zoo tiger den and was
attacked, according to news reports.

The man, in his 20s or 30s, fell or jumped from the zoo's
monorail and was attacked by a tiger about 3:25 p.m. ET, a fire
department spokesman told The New York Times. Police told news
stations the man jumped into the exhibit.

He suffered deep cuts to his back and a severe leg injury. The
local Fox News, NBC and ABC affiliates are reporting that a foot
has been amputated because of the mauling.

Zookeepers corralled the tiger in a cage.
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